
 

 

Welcome to  

WILSON MEMORIAL UNION CHURCH 

A Member Congregation, International Council of Community Churches 
 
 

 

    May 21, 2023 
                       Ascension Sunday 

10:00 a.m.  
 

7 Valley Road 
Watchung, NJ 

Phone: (908) 755-5020 
Website: www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 
Email: admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

 

 



  
 

MAY 21, 2023                            Ascension Sunday                10:00 AM                        
*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit 

Bold print indicates a unison reading 
 

PRELUDE                                  Various Melodies  

                                  Pianist, Ricky Francese  

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We light this candle as a sign that Christ has ascended. 

                               
HYMN    Come Now is the Time to Worship 

         Wilson Memorial Collective 

              
WELCOME                   Matthew May 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                    Liturgist, Nancy Scott 
 

We await God’s instructions for our lives. 
 

We eagerly look forward to learning more about ways to serve God. 
 

The time is coming when our service will be needed here. 
 

Let God’s love flood through our service to others 
 

Wait! Listen! The time is near! 
 

Open our hearts and spirits, O Lord, to hear your word for us today. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

OPENING PRAYER  

You have given us good instruction, Patient God, but sometimes we are stuck; stuck 

in how we think it should be or how we want it to be. O God, open our eyes to your 

ways that we would follow after your will. Create in us your lives that are lived 

realities of your mercy and love for the world and everything you have created. 

Bless us, Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN #631              There is a Balm in Gilead 

Refrain: There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole, there is a balm in 

Gilead to heal the sin sick soul. 

 
PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

 

 
 



 

 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

         
PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with  “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen  

 

ANTHEM                          Breathe            Wilson Memorial Collective 
         

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE                
 

GATHERING OF OUR CHILDREN     

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



SCRIPTURE READING               Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to 
speak to the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to 
me and let me tell you what this means. 

“Listen to these words, fellow Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose 
divine authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which 
God performed through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here 
among you. In accordance with his own plan God had already decided that Jesus 
would be handed over to you; and you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him. 
But God resurrected him from death, setting him free from its power, because it 
was impossible that death should hold him prisoner. For David said about him, 

‘I saw the Lord before me at all times; 
    He is near me, and I will not be troubled. 
And so I am filled with gladness, 
    and my words are full of joy. 
And I, mortal though I am, 
    will rest assured in hope, 
because you will not abandon me in the world of the dead; 
    you will not allow your faithful servant to rot in the grave. 
You have shown me the paths that lead to life, 
    and your presence will fill me with joy.’ 

“My friends, I must speak to you plainly about our famous ancestor King David. He 
died and was buried, and his grave is here with us to this very day. He was a 
prophet, and he knew what God had promised him: God had made a vow that he 
would make one of David's descendants a king, just as David was. David saw what 
God was going to do in the future, and so he spoke about the resurrection of the 
Messiah when he said, 

‘He was not abandoned in the world of the dead; 
    his body did not rot in the grave.’ 

God has raised this very Jesus from death, and we are all witnesses to this fact. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                     Luke 24:44-53 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets, 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and 

on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You 

are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father 

upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And 

they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy and were continually 

in the temple blessing God. 

  

*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN 
 
SERMON                                 What is Your Witness?                        Matthew May                           
                                                                  
ANTHEM                         Holy Water          Wilson Memorial Collective 

                        
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN 

 
BENEDICTION                           Matthew May                    
 
POSTLUDE                                   Various Melodies 

                         Pianist, Ricky Francese 

      
          
 

                   
          
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can call the office for Pastoral assistance at 

(908) 755-5020 or email admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Our Pastor, Rev. Michael Droege, will be on leave until the end of June. In his 

absence, pastoral concerns will be attended to by Matthew May, 

our Seminarian  from Drew Theological School and Rev. Beth Scibenski, a 

longtime friend of Pastor Michael and friend of Wilson. 

Please contact Tina in our office and she will direct your concern. 
 

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 
 

 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the  

back of the Sanctuary. 
 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 
 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 
 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 

mailto:admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Board Meeting Notes:  

1)  The Board appointed a Music Committee to search for an accompanist. First 

meeting was this week. We are grateful to have Ricky fill in. 

2)  A new social media email will be set up for photo and video sharing.  
 

Massage Envy gift card for a one-hour session in the Warren Branch will be 

available for a discounted price of $30 during coffee hour while supply lasts. 

Perfect for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or Graduation presents. 
 

VBS: Hear more about this year’s VBS! Monday, June 5 @ 1:00. 

Volunteers needed during the week of July 24th.  

Contact Kendal for more details @ kendalmactaggart@gmail.com 
 

We’d love to know your ideas for Homecoming Weekend! There will be an interest 

meeting on May 22 @ 6:30 in Fisher Hall. 
 

Children’s Choir: We will celebrate Father’s Day with our very own Wilson 

Memorial Children’s Music Collective.  Children, we need your voices!! 

Rehearsal will begin on TODAY from 11:30-12:00 during coffee hour.   
 

Sunday, June 11: Our annual church picnic will be right after our Sunday 

Worship service. Please bring a side to share. Wilson will provide hamburgers and 

hotdogs.  
 

We had a very successful blood drive in memory of Fran Ellis. Total Lifesaving 

Units:  38!!!! 
 

For Prayer:  

Marge Balcerski • Joe Higgins, and his family • The family of Karen Cito.  

 

In honor of Karen Cito, those who wish to can send a donation to Mary E. Wilson 

Memorial Union Church, 7 Valley Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (make a note “for 

building fund). 

 


